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ical assets in the world. Such an individual gets the
opportunity of being bom in an atmosphere of Vedic
learning, it will pave the way for knowing about the su-
perior divine worlds, which in turn open the gateways
for self-knowledge. Thus strengthened by knowledge,
he is encouraged to make better efforts to find further
progress.

When Arjuna asked what happens to a devotee
if he cannot cope with the path of yoga which he has

taken up, Sri krsna replied,

Partha naiveha namutra vinasastasya vidyate,
Nabi kalyana krt kascit durgatim tata gacchati
Prapya punya krtam lokan usitva sasvatih samah
Sucmam srimatam gehe yogabhrasto7 bhyayate.
Athava yoginam eva kule bhavati dhimatam;

Tatra tarn buddhi samyogam labhate paurva dehikam;

Yatate ca tato bhiiyah samsiddbau Kurunandana.

Aneka jaiimasamsiddhah tato yati param gatim.

"0 Arjuna, to him there is no loss either here or here-
after. My dear Arjuna, one who treads the auspicious
path will never be ruined. Having attained the higher
worlds meant for the meritorious and lived there hap-
pily for a long long period, he will be born again in a
family of pure devotees or he may even take birth in
a rich family or in the family of wise and adept yogis.
When thus born, he revives the well-trained intellect
of the previous birth and makes further efforts at per-
fection. Having attained perfection after a number of
births, he then reaches the highest goal".

The Vedas teach apparently, Svarga kamo yajeta
(one, who wants to enjoy heavenly happiness, must en-
gage himself in offering sacrifices to the gods.) But
there are the Upanisads to say that the chief aim of
life is not the enjoyment of pleasures here or in the su-
per worlds. ^The statement, ^Rocanartham phalasrutih^
shows that the Vedic instruction about the benefits
to be accrued by sacrifices is just to create a desire